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FORMS OF THE MODERN

Sculpture in Ca’ Pesaro

From Medardo Rosso to Viani, and Rodin to Arturo Martini

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art, II floor

9 March –  18 July 2010

Around thirty large sculptures belonging to the famous sculpture collection of Ca’ Pesaro are arranged in a completely new itinerary that enhances formal values and novel combinations.

The exhibition winds its way through the lavish area of Longhena’s entrance hall on the ground floor and the monumental second floor – over one thousand square metres of outstanding architectural value and light quality – recently returned to their use as a museum area, finally making it possible to exhibit works that have been inaccessible to the public for ages.

On the second floor, the diverse, stimulating relations between the sculptures and paintings are of particular interest – starting with the grandiose frieze by Giulio Aristide Sartorio, the Cycle of Life created for the Italian Pavilion at the 1907 Biennale and other canvases that are no less important – in a continuous study of comparison and dialogue between languages and expressive forms.

Curated by Silvio Fuso, Matteo Piccolo, Giandomenico Romanelli and Cristiano Sant, the exhibition is both the perfect example of recreating museum space and its arrangements, and the first date in Ca’ Pesaro’s 2010 programme, one that is almost exclusively dedicated to sculpture.

In September, Forms of the Modern will be followed by a vast retrospective dedicated to the Englishman Tony Cragg (Liverpool, 1949, Golden Lion at the ’88 Biennale), and a valuable study on the drawings by Arturo Martini, which will be installed in the museum area dedicated to research and study proposals, in Room 10 on the first floor.

Forms of the Modern is both a reinterpretation and re-installation in which works and spaces establish an organic relationship.

The vast space of the Entrance hall on the ground floor is dedicated to the sculptural portrayal of the human form, with six large works that exemplify the double polarity, female and male, in different periods and languages.

The exhibition continues on the second floor. Here the sculptures are arranged according to the guiding principle of formal study which, starting from linearity, gradually leads to a prevalence of the material.
In the large Hall, where the huge frieze by Artistide Sartorio with the Cycle of Life (240m² of paintings in 14 panels with 128 figures “larger than life” is permanently on display covering the entire length of the walls, characterized by a formal construction in which the line and assimilation of classical culture prevailed, the original painting sculpture of this work is placed in relation to a series of sculptures which, in their figurative plasticism, move from classical influences towards new syntheses. Therefore – from Rodin’s The Thinker (1880) and The Burghers of Calais (1886) to Bistolfi’s Resurrection (1904) and Toffoli’s Nuvola [Cloud] (1955) – the transition of the contortion of the form to the elegance of a more modern linearism and the search for the simplification of the compositional fabric.

In the small hall there is now room for plastic studies on stylisation and dynamic rhythms; the form and line become less important, the work identifies itself with the shapeless material and the gestural sign, becoming an object of experimentation, it loses physiognomy while the conjugation between painting and sculpture is strived for.

On display here are not only a Plurimo by Vedova (1964) but also works in copper and bronze by Kemeny, Milani, Calò as well as canvases by Gaspari and Plessi.

The last small room pays homage to three great maestros: Medardo Rosso, Adolfo Wildt and Arturo Martini. The criterion for the selection of the famous masterpieces from the vast museum collections was that they shared an apparent muteness of their gaze: gazes that are invisible but able to create an amazing dialogue with their eyes closed between them along different lines.

IMAGES can be downloaded from www.museiciviciveneziani.it
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FORMS OF THE MODERN

Sculpture in Ca’ Pesaro

From Medardo Rosso to Viani, and Rodin to Arturo Martini

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art, II floor

9 March –  18 July 2010

GENERAL INFORMATION

Venue: International Gallery of Modern Art, Santa Croce, 2076, Venice
Official opening: Monday 8 March 2010
Open to the public: 9 March – 18 July 2010
Opening hours: 10am/5pm (ticket office 10am/4pm) until 31 March; from 1 April  10am/6pm (ticket office 10am/5pm) closed Mondays and 1 May

TICKETS

Entrance with museum ticket

Full price: 6,50 Euros 

Reductions: 4,00 Euros 

Children 6/14; those accompanying groups of children (max. 2); students* 15/ 25; those accompanying groups of students (max. 2); citizens over 65; staff* of the Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities; Rolling Venice Card holders; FAI members

Free: 

Residents and those born in the Municipality of Venice; children 0/5 years old; disabled persons with guides, authorised guides; tourist interpreters accompanying groups*; group guides (groups of at least 15 people prior to booking); I.C. members

*ID required

INFORMATION

www.museiciviciveneziani.it

mkt.musei@fmcvenezia.it
+3904142730892
BOOKING

on line www.museiciviciveneziani.it (pay by credit card up to 24 hours prior to the appointment)

+3904142730892
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FORMS OF THE MODERN

Sculpture in Ca’ Pesaro

From Medardo Rosso to Viani, and Rodin to Arturo Martini

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art, II floor

6 March –  18 July 2010

THE WORKS ON DISPLAY

Ground floor, entrance hall – POLARITY OF THE BODY

1. Alberto Viani (1906 – 1989)

Female torso, 1952
Polished brass, cm 136x63,5x62
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

2. Alberto Viani
Nude or virile torso, 1952
Bronze, cm 110x59x30
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

3. Michael Noble (1919 - 1993)

Marisa, 1953 

Bronze, 168x46x47
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

4. Agenore Fabbri (1911 - 1998)

Atomised Man,1959
Bronze, 239x130x28
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

5. Giuseppe Graziosi (1879 – 1942)

Nude of a woman (Susanna), 1909
Marble, 105.5x101,5x71
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art
6. Napoleone Martinuzzi (1892 – 1977)

Boxer, 1939
Bronze, 150x113,5x89

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

Second floor, Hall – THE SINUOUS FORM
7. Giulio Aristide Sartorio (1860 –1932)

cycle Human Life, 1906-07

oil on canvas

14 panels:

Light  cm 503x646

Darkness cm 509x646
Love, cm 503x716
Death, cm 509x716
10 Caryatids, cm 509x213 (each)

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

8. Auguste Rodin (1840 – 1917)

The Thinker, 1880
Polished plaster, 187,5x108x140,5
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

9. Auguste Rodin
The Burghers of Calais, 1886
Plaster, cm 215x265x202
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

10. Leonardo Bistolfi (1859 – 1933)
Resurrection,1904
Plaster, cm 147x179x175
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

11. Giuseppe Romagnoli (1872 – 1966)

Terra mater, 1903

Bronze, 137x55,5x56,5
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

12. Giuseppe Romanelli (1916 – 1982)
The Bather, 1953
Plaster, cm 118x90x50
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

13. Emilio Greco (1913 – 1995)

Large figure crouching, 1961
Artificial stone, 130x76x90,5
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

14. Napoleone Martinuzzi
Nude of a woman (lying down), 1950
Plaster, 66x76x90,5
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

15. Umberto Mastroianni (1910 – 1998)

Man, 1942
Wood, 127x92x90
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

16. Bruno De Toffoli (1913- 1978)
The cloud: event, 1955
Plaster, 151x190x44

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

Second floor, small hall – FORMS – FORMLESS
17. Bruno De Toffoli 

Civilisation of the car, 1951

Polished plaster, 158x136x73
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

18. Zoltan Kemeny (1907 – 1965)

Study to capture a gaze, 1962
Copper, 62x74x27
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

19. Aldo Calò (1910 - 1983)

Slab, 1962
Bronze, 91,5x91,5x9,5

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

20. Giuseppe Santomaso (1907 – 1990)

The Wall of Memory, 1964

Oil on canvas, 130x163
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

21. Umberto Milani (1912 – 1969)
Winding, 1961
Bronze, 98x37,5x40

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

22. Fabrizio Plessi (1940)

Moment, 1961
Oil on canvas,145x145
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

23. Lorenzo Guerrini (1914 – 2002)

Uomo e macchina vanno, 1959 [Man and car on the go]
Bolsena stone, 87x68,5x28
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

24. Luciano Gaspari (1913 – 2007)
Friction of nature, 1962
Mixed techniques on canvas, 121x120
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

25. Carlo Ramous (1926 – 2003)

The Announcement, 1959/60
Bronze, 94x77x29,5
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

26. Costas Tsoclis (1930)

Sea, 1986, 

Mixed technique, 165x222x17

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

27. Marcolino Gandini (1937)
Shaped canvas, 1965
Acrylic on canvas, 200x200

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

28. Emilio Vedova (1919 – 2006)
Absurd – Berlin diary, 1964 

Multiple, 233x237x173
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art
Second floor, small room – THE BLIND GAZE

29. Medardo Rosso (1858 – 1928)
Madame X, 1896
Wax on plaster structure, cm 30x19x24
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

30. Arturo Martini (1899 – 1947)
Young girl as evening draws in, 1919
Plaster, 55x51x33

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

31. Medardo Rosso
Signora Noblet, 1897
Wax on plaster structure, 68x50x27
Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art

32. Adolfo Wildt (1868 – 1931)
Martyrology, 1894
Plaster, 57,5x48,5x33,5

Ca’ Pesaro – International Gallery of Modern Art
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